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A D U LT  M I N I S T R Y

ON THE CALENDAR

MARCH
Combined Brentwood and
Franklin Breakfast Clubs
Thursday, March 5  |  8:30 AM
Cracker Barrel  |  Cool Springs  

*Reservations not required

SeniorLink Leadership Team
Monday, March 9  |  9:30 AM
Room 2006  |  Connection Center

Wilson Women on Mission
Monday, March 16  |  9:30 AM
BBC Parlor

*See Page 3 for details.

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner
Thursday, March 19  |  5:30 PM
Wilson Hall  |  Cost: $9
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, March 15
Contact Carolyn Simmons  
615.310.9543

SeniorLink Road Trip: Johnny Cash 
Country Music Tour and Huckabee  
Show Taping
Thursday, March 26  |  12:15 PM

*See Page 3 for details

Spring Bible Study
Friday, March 27  |  6:30-8:30 PM
Saturday, March 28  |  9:00 AM–Noon
Wilson Hall 

*See Page 3 for details.

Good News Singers Rehearsals
Tuesdays  |  11:00 AM
Choir Room

*See Page 2 for details.

LOOKING AHEAD
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners
April 16 – Dennis Morgan  
May 15 – Celebration of Biblical Marriage

LET’S LAUGH FOR A CHANGE
All of us could use a good laugh or two after enduring the 
short days, long nights, and chilly temperatures of winter. 
At our SeniorLink Dinner on Thursday, March 19, you will be 
thoroughly entertained by our guest, Rik Roberts.

Rik Roberts, now a Nashville resident, spent his youth 
in Kentucky working on tobacco and horse farms. After 
earning a degree in communications, he joined a national 
touring comedy troupe in 1992, and shortly thereafter, 
decided to jump headfirst into stand-up comedy. He now 
has over twenty years of headlining experience across the 
United States and abroad.

He has appeared in his own episode of the award-winning 
“Bananas Comedy Show,” which features the nation’s top 
“clean” comedians. Believing that the world needs more clean comedy, Rik teaches comedy 
writing workshops across the country and online through his “School of Laughs.”

Rik spends his time off stage writing comedy songs, many of which are aired daily on 
SiriusXM radio’s LaughUSA and Blue-Collar Radio channels. His love of all things country 
led him to be featured on channel CMT’s “20 Greatest Redneck Moments.” 

This will be a program you do not want to miss!

SAVE THE DATE 
On Friday, May 15, we will gather in Wilson 
Hall to honor God’s design for marriage at our 
annual Celebration of Biblical Marriage event. 
The announcement of this special night will 
soon be appearing in other promotional forms 
throughout Brentwood Baptist. This Friday date 
in May, instead of our usual Thursday SeniorLink 
Dinner schedule, is a not-to-be-missed program 
for all adults in our church.

You will enjoy an evening with a delicious meal, special entertainment, and inspirational 
encouragement. We will honor those couples who will be having their 50th wedding 
anniversary throughout the year 2020. This event will also recognize those couples in 
attendance who have anniversaries beyond the 50th  year.

Reservations may be made at the SeniorLink dinners March 19 and April 16 and will be 
available online beginning March 1 at BrentwoodBaptist.com or text MARRIAGE to 623623. 
The deadline for reservations is May 6. The cost for the event is $20 per person.  

In preparation for this special occasion, we are in the process of contacting all the couples who 
will be recognized for their 50th wedding anniversary. Couples who were married during the 
year of 1970 and have not yet been contacted about this upcoming event are asked to contact 
Gayle Haywood, Senior Adult Minister (615.324.6133 or ghaywood@brentwoodbaptist.com).

Born in Hammond, Indiana, David Culross was raised with a 
younger brother. Growing up in Lafayette, Indiana, David’s 
family attended the Nazarene church. David remembered 
making his profession of faith in Jesus at age five with his 
mother leading him in prayer. Being accomplished at the 
piano and the violin, David enjoyed playing in both the 
Jefferson High School band as well as the orchestra. He 
graduated from Jefferson High School in 1955. Working 
his way through college, David graduated from Olivet 
Nazarene University in Kankakee, Illinois, with double 
majors in both history and music in 1963. He received a 
master’s degree in music from Illinois State University. 

David taught music for 15 years in public schools in Pekin, 
Illinois. He was a bi-vocational worship minister during that 
time. The couple moved to Michigan for David to become a 
full-time worship minister, and he later accepted a position 
with Singspiration Music as an editor and writer. After nine 
years, David became a freelance arranger/writer for several 
music publishers. He was also an arranger in residence with 
Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra, where he was honored 
to be commissioned to compose a work in memory of 
President Gerald R. Ford, who grew up in Grand Rapids. 
David continues to “dabble” with his writing, mainly in the 
orchestral genre.

After serving on the boards of two mission organizations, 
David accepted the Directorship of International Needs 
USA, which partners with national ministries in over 30 
countries worldwide, and served for ten years.  This position 
involved a great deal of international travel, which accounts 
for his having visited over 60 countries. He and Sharon 
continue to be involved “at a distance” with several of these 
key ministries today. 

Sharon was born in Charleston, West Virginia, where she 
grew up with a younger brother. She made her profession 
faith at age ten at the Nazarene Church in Charleston. 
Sharon was on the girls’ volleyball and basketball teams 
at South Charleston High School. Her favorite high school 
subjects were math and science.   After graduating from 
high school in 1958, Sharon enrolled at Olivet Nazarene 

University in Illinois, where she met David Culross during 
the first week of school as a freshman. Sharon stated, 

“Neither of us remember the specifics of David’s marriage 
proposal, but we announced our engagement at the 
University’s Valentine’s Day Banquet in February 1960. We 
were married on June 12, 1960, and we will celebrate our 
60th anniversary on June 12, 2020. God is good!”

Sharon received her bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education from Illinois State University in 1969 and received 
her master’s degree in Reading from Western Michigan in 
1978. Sharon taught for 15 years in elementary schools 
in Pekin, Illinois. After moving to Michigan, she taught 
language arts in middle school in Grand Rapids for 18 
more years. She retired in 1994. Sharon organized and led 
short-term teaching teams to the Dominican Republic and 
Slovakia, working with Christian educators there. She spent 
26 years operating her own direct sales business until she 
retired at the end of 2019.

Sharon and David have two grown sons and five 
grandchildren. Their son, Todd, lives in Nashville and is a 
choir member at Brentwood Baptist, and son, Greg, lives 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. In their leisure time, David and 
Sharon enjoy traveling. They said, “We have been to over 
50 countries together and to many of the 50 states in the 
United States.” Sharon and Dave agreed that the passing 
of their Christian parents were probably their most difficult 
times, but the Lord was with them each time.

 David and Sharon moved to Spring Hill, Tennessee, from 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 2018. They joined Brentwood 
Baptist Church in September 2018 and stated that they 
enjoy Pastor Mike Glenn’s preaching, the music, and the 
fellowship of other believers at BBC. This friendly couple 
both sing in BBC’s choir and are members of Mike Harland’s 
LIFE Group, “Once Delivered.”

Celebratiaa on
ofMarMM riage

By Judy Small

DAVID AND SHARON
CULROSS

MARCH MENU
 SENIORLINK DINNER

Baked Chicken with Mushroom Sauce
Orzo  pasta

Broccoli/cauliflower steamed vegetables
Salad Bar

Rolls
Chocolate cake

Water/Tea/Coffee



MARCH AND MISSIONS

By Shelley Jamieson

In March, the Annie Armstrong Offering and North 

American Missions are the focus in the Southern 

Baptist Convention and, in particular, WMU and 

Women on Mission. A portion of your offerings 

to Brentwood Baptist goes to missions for all of 

North America. At our Women on Mission meeting 

on March 20 at 9:30 a.m. (church parlor), we will 

see many ways that our money is being used to 

spread the message of Jesus Christ and spend 

time in prayer to accompany our gifts.

2020 TENNESSEE BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOMES PAPER DRIVE 

LIFE IS TOO SHORT…

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes Paper Drive is moving from 
May to March/April for 2020! Brentwood Baptist continues to be 
a major resource for the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes with 
our annual Paper Drive. Let’s start the year off right with generous 
donations for a worthy cause.

This year’s dates for the TBCH Paper Drive will begin March 19 
with a “kickoff announcement” at the SeniorLink Fellowship 
Dinner. Atrium collection dates will be Sunday, March 29, and 
Sunday, April 5. Final collection date will be Thursday, April 16, at 
the SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner. Tables and volunteers will be 
available on these dates to accept and help with your paper and/
or monetary donations. It is never too early to start stocking up 
on what you plan to contribute when collection dates commence.

By Shelia McCullouch

By Ben Davis

SPRING BIBLE STUDY

By Aubrey Stewart

Reserve Friday evening, March 27, 6:30-8:30 p.m. and Saturday morning, 

March 28, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. to attend the “Spring” Bible Study. We are 

fortunate to have Larry Thrailkill return this year to lead us in an in-depth 

study of the book of Jeremiah. Mark your calendar now! 

BULLETIN BOARD

As I put this article into black and white, I do so with a little bit of 
a heavy heart. It has just been reported that a helicopter carrying 
Kobe Bryant and others has crashed and killed all aboard.

Life is too short.

I would be willing to bet that when he woke up that day, little did 
he think it would be his last day here on earth. I know that life 
can change in the blink of any eye. I know about the circle of life. I 
also know that God is in control. However, it still tugs at my heart.

Life is too short.

My wife, Beth, and I have this deal. Whether in person, on the 
phone, or via text/email, we make sure that the last words we 
speak are “I love you.” We don’t just say “good-bye,” “see ya later,” 

or “have a good day.” When we are traveling together in our cars—
whether just down the street, running errands, or taking a long 
trip—we make sure to give each other a kiss before we leave. It 
may sound a little corny, but it’s what we do. We started doing 
this many years ago when we hit a rough spot in our marriage. 
We have shared our deal with a few folks, and I know I have 
mentioned this deal in many conversations without even saying 
it’s what we do.

Life is too short.

So, how about each day when you speak to any loved one, you 
close that conversation with “I love you.” God gives us each day. 
We are not promised tomorrow—we are promised forever. 

 Life is too short.

TRAIN ROBBERY BY THE MACKLE AND WILSON GANGS 
By Tom Vasser
This will be a SeniorLink day trip that you don’t want to miss!
The Mackle and Wilson gangs are on the loose again! Rumors are they will attempt to hold up the Excursion Train in route to Watertown, and then, maybe even raid Watertown itself! Here’s your chance to ride along and see how true these rumors are.

You’ll ride a traditional passenger train from the last Golden Age of the passenger train in America. All stainless steel heated/air-conditioned cars provide you with the experience that the American traveling public had in the late 1940’s and 1950’s, pulled by classic EMD passenger diesel locomotives. (Special Note: Don’t tell anyone, but the train will be stopped by the robbers with all donated “loot” going to fund scholarships for Watertown High School seniors. The gang will be captured by the Watertown Sheriff in a blazing shootout right in the middle of Watertown itself. Justice will win out!) Refreshments and souvenirs will be for sale on board the train. 

While in Watertown, we have lunch reservations at the Depot Restaurant in downtown Watertown, a “meat and three” with good ole Southern cooking. Lunch is not included in the price of this trip as you will be free to order anything you desire from their menu.

The cost of this trip is $45 per person. Our buses will begin loading participants at 7:15 a.m. on Saturday, May 2, and will depart Brentwood Baptist parking lot at 7:45 a.m. We will return to Brentwood Baptist at 3:30 p.m. 
Don’t miss this exciting and fun day out! See Tom or Pearl Vasser to sign-up or contact us at tomvasser@yahoo.com or 615.776.2853.

NOTE:

The Thursday, March 26, trip to Johnny Cash’s Country 

Music Tour and live-taping of the Huckabee show is full. 

However, you can add your name to the waiting list. 

Contact Tom or Pearl Vasser.

The option to give a monetary donation in lieu of paper product 
donations, which was added several years ago, continues to grow 
as a donation option for the TBCH Paper Drive. There will be a 
collection box available for monetary donations on each of the 
collection dates along with collection envelopes and instructions 
on how to donate. Please start thinking of how you can be a part 
of the 2020 TBCH Paper Drive.

Paper products needed are: paper plates, paper napkins, paper 
towels, bathroom tissue, and facial tissue. Note: No plastic or 
styrofoam please.

2020 Tennessee Children’s Homes Paper Drive is just around the 
corner! The donations are not only appreciated but depended on 
by TBCH for their ongoing needs during the year.

THE GOOD NEWS SINGERS

The Good News Singers rehearsal day and time is every Tuesday 
at 11:00 a.m. until noon in the choir room. Rehearsal is followed 
by fellowship and lunch for those who can stay. You are welcome 
to join us and help spread the good news through the ministry of 
music. Using familiar hymns, worship/praise songs, and an Easter 
cantata, we will share the story in song of God’s love and plan of 
redemption through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The Good News Singers will present a program on Tuesday, March 
10, at the Bellevue Baptist Happy Hearts, and on Sunday, March 
29, at Woodburn Baptist in Kentucky. Other programs are on the 
calendar for April and May, and it is not too late to add your voice 
to this music ministry.


