
Brentwood Baptist Church  |  7777 Concord Road, Brentwood, TN 37027 OCTOBER 2019

ADULT MINISTRY

ON THE 
CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER REMINDER 
SeniorLink Road Trip
Birthplace of Helen Keller
Tuesday, September 24  |  7:00 AM

*Reservations required, see Tom or  
Pearl Vasser.

OCTOBER
Combined Brentwood and
Franklin Breakfast Clubs
Thursday, October 3  |  8:30 AM  
Cracker Barrel, Cool Springs

*Reservations not required.

SeniorLink Leadership Team
Monday, October 14  |  9:00 AM
Room 2006  |  Connection Center

Wilson Women on Mission
Monday, October 21  |  9:30 AM
BBC Parlor
See page 3 for details.

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner 
Thursday, October 17  |  5:30 PM
Wilson Hall, Cost $9.00

*R.S.V.P. by Sunday, October 13
to Carolyn Simmons (615.310.9543)

Good News Singers Rehearsals
Wednesdays  |  4:00 PM
Choir Room

LOOKING AHEAD
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners
November  |  No SeniorLink Dinner
December 5  |  Holly Lynn, Soloist  
and Lee Marcum, Trumpeter

CRAIG ADAMS IN CONCERT
By Jim Owens

Craig and his dad Steve will be making an encore 
appearance at our October 17 SeniorLink dinner. Prior 
to this he was a regular on our worship center stage.  
His vocal skills are immediately recognized. He has 
over 25 years of experience and is a five-time Dove 
Award-winning producer and arranger. His sphere 
of influence within the Christian music industry has 
become far-reaching. He is a professional member of 
the National Music Publishers Association and Gospel 
Music Association.

Craig’s work has contributed to the success and ministry of such notable names as Sandi 
Patty, FFH, The Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir and many others.

He currently serves as Creative Director for Lifeway Worship Music Group in Nashville. He 
also is on staff at Clements Baptist Church. His dad Steve wrote the worship hymn,”Peace 
in the Midst of The Storm.” Do not miss this opportunity to hear Craig and his dad up close 
and personal. You will be blessed.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: DECEMBER 12 TRIP VENUE AND TIME 
CHANGED!  By Tom Vasser

Chaffin’s Barn Dinner Theater was unable to secure 
the rights to produce Miracle on 34th Street. We were 
notified our planned SeniorLink trip had been cancelled.

Never fear, there is great news! We were able to secure 
an even better option that will inspire your Christmas 
spirit and add tons of holiday fun, on the same date—
December 12. We will be traveling to Donelson to visit 
the Larry Keeton Theater and their production of It’s a 
Wonderful Life, the Musical.

The round trip from Brentwood Baptist Church to the theater, plus dinner and the heart-
warming show is only $45 per person. The BIG CHANGE is: The show, It’s a Wonderful Life, 
the Musical, is an evening performance. The schedule is:

 Bus begins loading in the Brentwood Baptist parking lot at 4:00 p.m. and departs at 4:30 
p.m. Returning to the church around 10:00 p.m.

Please note: If you are one of the 50 seniors who signed up for the Chaffin’s trip, it is very 
important to notify Tom or Pearl Vasser immediately if you are still able to participate or if 
the venue or time change to an evening performance will not work for you. The $52 cost of 
the Chaffin’s trip or the $7 difference will be returned if you already paid or if you choose, a 
credit for a future SeniorLink trip.

We anticipate openings for this trip. Please call Tom or Pearl Vasser at 615.776.2853 or email 
us at tomvasser@yahoo.com today to reserve your seat.

OCTOBER MENU
SENIORLINK DINNER

Poppy seed chicken, corn pudding, 
green peas with carrots, rolls, angel 
food cake with peaches, water, tea, 

and coffee

Len was born in Nashville, Tennessee, and says he enjoyed 
growing up on his grandparents’ dairy farm in Donelson.  
Graduating from Two Rivers High School in Donelson in 
1966, Len went into the U.S. Army in 1967 and received 
his basic training at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, working 
on helicopter engines. Len spent one year in Germany 
working on various Army aircraft.  He served in Vietnam 
from 1969-1970. 

While studying for his Bachelor’s Degree, Len worked part-
time as a Donelson fireman in 1972.   Len spent some time 
in Nashville’s General Hospital after he was overcome by 
smoke in a house fire and given CPR by a fellow fireman. 

Len graduated from Middle Tennessee State University 
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Agriculture in 1973. He 
was hired by the State of Tennessee as a law enforcement 
officer. Returning to MTSU, Len received his Master’s 
Degree in Criminal Justice Administration. His career in 
law enforcement had Len involved in investigations, school 
bus training, Medicaid fraud investigations, Department of 
Corrections recruiting, as well as other areas in the criminal 
justice system.  

Len’s second brush with death came when he was weighing 
trucks in West Tennessee. Seeing a truck on fire and a 
second fire from fuel spillage from an above-ground fuel 
tank, Len called the fire department. Grabbing the fire hose, 
he was able to quickly extinguish the flames. 

Rhonda was born in Athens, Alabama, and was raised with 
her older brother Roger. The family moved to Nashville 
when Rhonda was age four. She graduated from Glencliff 
High School in 1970. She enrolled in Nashville State Tech 
and graduated in 1972 with a degree in Data Processing.  
She went to work for Kuhn’s Big K Stores Corporation as 
a computer programmer. In 1981, Rhonda was hired by 
Hospital Corporation of America and worked part-time.  
HCA promoted her to a full-time systems analyst. Rhonda 
stayed in that position for 13 years.

Having been raised in a very conservative Free Will Baptist 
church, Rhonda told a friend that she was looking for a 
date who did not smoke or drink and who attended church.  
Len easily met Rhonda’s standards. She remembered that 
Len wore his Alpha Gamma Rho jersey and his Ho Chi 
Minh sandals on their first date in October 1971. Len drove 
Rhonda to Shoney’s for a cherry coke in his 1968 Chevy 
Malibu named “Smitty.” They were engaged in August 1972 
and married in August 1973.

The couple was blessed with two daughters. Daughter 
Heather and husband Gabe have three children and live in 
Murfreesboro. Heather is a teacher and home-schools their 
children. Holly and husband David have one child and live 
in Dublin, Georgia. Holly is a nurse practitioner.

Len, Rhonda, their two daughters, and one fiancé went 
to Brazil on a BBC mission trip in 2000. They assisted 
the Eyeglasses, Pharmacy, and Evangelism Teams and 
interacted with many parents and children. Rhonda says 
each family member grew spiritually on this wonderful 
mission trip with many memories.  After Hurricane Katrina, 
the couple traveled to Pearlington, Mississippi, to help build 
a new home with other BBC members.

Len served as a Deacon for many years. Rhonda taught 
Girls in Action for 15 years and has served with the Mobile 
Dental Unit, Nurture Team, and developed Smile Aids bags 
for children to play with while their parents are treated by 
the MDU. Loving children, Rhonda has taught both four-
year olds and currently assists with fifth graders at BBC. 
Both Rhonda and Len sing with the Good News Singers.

This lovely couple enjoys time with their family, glamping 
(glamorous camping), and gardening. They have just 
returned from a family vacation to the Badlands of South 
Dakota, Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks, including 
the “Going to The Sun Road”. They joined BBC in 1985 and 
have attended Maurice Painter’s Life Group for the past 34 
years. “God has seen us through many hills and valleys, so 
we hang on and remember that God is holding the reins.”

Celebratiaa on
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everyday activities of the Center including some of the joys as 
well as the challenges faced every day as they strive to meet 
both the physical and spiritual needs of the many families in 
this impoverished area. 

Sign-up sheets for the trip will be available at the September 
and October SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners. You also can 
contact Anna Montgomery to sign up.

Please join us as we travel to the Copper Basin Crises Center 
in Ducktown, Tennessee, located in Polk County, on Thursday, 
November 7 to deliver the stuffed Christmas stockings and 
Walmart gift cards. The bus will be parked in front of the 
atrium and will depart at 7:30 a.m. The only cost to you will be 
for your lunch which will be at a local restaurant which serves 
delicious country cooking. After lunch we will travel back to 
Brentwood Baptist Church.  

The Christmas Stocking Mission of the Brentwood Baptist 
SeniorLink ensures that every child served by the Center 
will receive a Christmas gift. The gift cards will be used to 
buy shoes and other needed winter clothing for the neediest 
children and the gasoline cards will be used for crisis situations. 

The Walmart gift cards will be collected through the Brentwood 
Baptist LIFE Groups. The Crisis Center requests Walmart gift 
cards for $25, $20, and $10, as well as $10 Walmart gasoline 
gift cards. To identify the amount of each gift card please 
use a marker to write the amount on front of the gift cards. If 
you belong to a LIFE Group who has not yet participated in 
the Gift Card mission and would like to, please contact Anna 
Montgomery at joemontgomery11@gmail.com or phone 
615.373.3917.

When we arrive at the Crisis Center, Baptist missionaries Al 
and Margaret Patterson will be on hand to greet us. After 
the Christmas Stockings are unloaded, the Pattersons will 
lead an informative tour of the Crisis Center and will answer 
any questions you may have. You will see and hear of the 

CHRISTMAS DELIVERY TO COPPER BASIN By Anna Montgomery

The schedule for the Christmas stocking distribution and 
stocking returns are:

STOCKING DISTRIBUTION

Thursday, September 19
at SeniorLink Dinner

Sunday, October 6
Atrium

Sunday, October 13
Atrium

STOCKING RETURN

Sunday, October 20
Atrium

Sunday, October 27
Atrium

	
	

NEW TRIP PLANNED TO THE “HOLY LAND 
EXPERIENCE” IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA
By Tom Vasser

SeniorLink members will be visiting the ancient city of Jerusalem 
as we travel to the Holy Land Experience from June 1 through 
June 6, 2020, for a five-night and six-day stay in Orlando, 
Florida.  From the moment you enter the gates of the Holy Land 
Experience, you are taken back  in time to experience the life and 
death of Jesus Christ.  You will walk through a Jerusalem street 
market and marvel at a six-story re-creation of Herod’s Temple.  
You will see Moses and the Children of Israel in the Tabernacle, 
and enjoy music and shows.

In addition to the Holy Land Experience, we will be visiting the 
historic landmark, the Bok Tower, with its sculpted Singing Tower 
House that has a 60-bell carillon and lush gardens.

We will also tour Florida’s Natural Grove House to learn about 
the citrus industry and sample fresh juices, and we will see 
candles, jams and marmalades being made as we stop at the 
Citrus Candy Factory, a venue that has been highlighted on the 
Food Network’s Davidson of Dundes.

Lastly, we will stroll around Winter Park, Florida, with its 
interesting cafes, galleries, shops and antique stores, and then 
enjoy the Morse Museum with its magnificent chapel designed 
by Louis Comfort Tiffany.

This SeniorLink trip includes motor coach transportation, five 
nights’ lodging with six days of adventure, admission to all 
venues, five breakfasts and three dinners, all for the low cost of 
$579 for double occupancy or $788 for a single room. A down 
payment of $75 will secure your spot on this awesome and 
fun adventure.  

Please see Tom or Pearl Vasser to make your reservation, or call 
Tom at 615.776.2853 or email him at tomvasser@yahoo.com.

By Shelley Jamieson

On October 21 at 9:30 a.m. in the parlor, Rene Cook from our Station Hill 

campus will tell us about the ministry of “Every Girl Counts.”

“Every Girl Counts” is a Christian humanitarian organization based in 

Franklin, Tennessee, that focuses on providing a pathway to the Gospel 

of Jesus through girls’ education. It is dedicated to helping impoverished girls around the world reach their full 

potential through education and a personal relationship with Jesus. This is accomplished through a three-

pronged approach: Educate. Empower. Sustain. Currently the organization operates an education sponsorship 

program in Kenya for 100 students and two local volunteer staff. The first class of 20 students will graduate 

in November. Join us as we learn about the accomplishments of this ministry and ways that we can support it.

WILSON WOMEN ON MISSION

BULLETIN BOARD

WE NEED TO LAUGH MORE   
By Ben Davis

Is it true what they say about laughter?  You know, “Laughter is the best medicine?” It turns out that axiom has some real legs to it!  Not the place and time to go into all the details here, but I know I feel better after a good laugh. In preparing this article—the third to begin with the letter “L”—I wanted to know what the Bible has to say about laughing/laughter. It’s a big part of my life and I enjoy making people laugh. Turns out there is a bunch on being joyful, happiness, and being of good cheer but not so much on laughter.
There is the story about Zion’s restoration in Psalms 126:1-3, the Mystery of Time in Ecclesiastes 3:4, and even in the Beatitudes in Luke 6:21. But the one we all probably remember is about good ole Sarah, rather good old Sarah! We find the story in Genesis 18:9-15 and again in chapter 21. Poor Sarah wanted a child for all those many, many years; then at the ripe old age of 90-ish she is going to become a mom?!  So she laughed to herself and the Lord heard her!
It’s funny how related information on a subject has a way of falling into your lap. I was at a restaurant just this past week and saw a ‘newsletter’ for the Franklin area.  As I was convinced to pick it up (who really reads these things?) in the middle pages was a “Fun Facts” listing. In it was the following: “Children laugh about 400 times a day, while adults laugh on average only 15 times a day.”  Staggering!  I know life changes when we become adults. But I have also found that the more I am around people who make me laugh, who are mainly positive folks, the better I feel.  And boy can I laugh!  I have been told on many occasions they could hear me laughing down the hall.

There is plenty of humor in this great world. And God is the biggest comedian I know!
Laugh! It’s good for you!

COORDINATOR’S
CORNER


