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A D U LT  M I N I S T R Y

ON THE CALENDAR

JANUARY
Combined Brentwood and
Franklin Breakfast Clubs
Thursday, January 2  |  8:30 AM
Craker Barrel, Cool Springs  
Reservations not required.

Good News Singers Rehearsals
Beginning Tuesday, January 7 | 11:00 AM*
Choir Room  |  See page 3 for details
 *Note change of day and time

SeniorLink Leadership Team
Monday, January 13  |  9:00 AM
Room 2006, Connection Center

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner
Thursday, January 16  |  5:30 PM
Wilson Hall  |  Cost: $9.00
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, January 12
to Carolyn Simmons  |  615.310.9543

Wilson Women on Mission
Monday, January 20 | 9:30 AM
BBC Parlor  |  See page 3 for details

LOOKING AHEAD
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners
February 20  |  Ken Hutchinson
March 19  |  Rik Roberts
April 16  |  Dennis Morgan

THE WORLD-RENOWNED
DR. MING WANG
It only seems appropriate to invite ophthalmologist, 
Dr. Ming Wang, to be our guest speaker at our first 
meeting for the New Year, after all the year is “2020.”  
Dr. Wang’s resume is impressive.  You will not want to 
miss our January 16, 2020, dinner meeting. 

Dr. Wang is a Harvard and MIT graduate (MD, Magna 
Cum Laude) and one of the few cataract and LASIK 
eye surgeons in the world today who holds a doctorate 
in laser physics. He has performed over 55,000 
procedures, including on over 4,000 doctors alone – 
due to this he is often called, “The doctors’ doctor.” 

Dr. Wang grew up in China and came to this country 
with only $50 to his name. Today, he is a world-
class eye surgeon and the only surgeon in the state of TN who performs 3D laser vision 
procedures. He also founded two 501c (3) non-profit organizations: Wang Foundation for 
Christian Outreach to China and Wang Foundation for Sight Restoration, which to date has 
helped patients from over 40 U.S. states and 55 countries, all with sight restoration surgeries 
performed free-of-charge.

Dr. Wang was named the Kiwanis Nashvillian of the Year for his lifetime of dedication to 
helping blind orphaned children from around the world. He has published nine textbooks, 
holds several U.S. patents, and performed the world’s first laser artificial cornea implantation. 

LEADERSHIP CHANGE | THANK YOU FOR ENTERTAINING US!
A BIG “thank you” to Jim and Gail Owens for providing outstanding volunteer leadership 
for over a decade for the SeniorLink Adult Ministry at Brentwood Baptist. Along with Gail 
as his “sidekick” (they are from Texas, you know), Jim served first as Coordinator.  Then in 
January 2011, Jim and Gail both graciously volunteered to replace Pat Michamore as Program 
Chairman. Jim and Gail have demonstrated faithful, diligent, and energetic leadership in both 
positions. As Program Chairman for SeniorLink, they were responsible for arranging programs 
and guests at our monthly fellowship dinner, and they did an outstanding job. Mike Verble 
has now agreed to take over the position of Program Chairman.

Please express your appreciation to Jim and Gail Owens, and be sure to welcome Mike Verble 
as the new chair.

Raised by Christian parents in Bristol, Virginia, “Jerry 
was a star athlete at John S. Battle High School,” Brenda 
remembered.  Jerry’s dad worked as a coal miner and his 
mom worked as a surgical nurse. Brenda’s family settled 
into a home directly across the street from Jerry just before 
her sophomore year of high school.  Brenda’s dad was a 
Baptist minister and her mom worked as a beautician.  
Because Brenda was a “bookworm” and Jerry was a “star 
athlete,” their high school paths rarely crossed.

Jerry enrolled at Emory and Henry College in Emory, 
Virginia, 1965. Brenda pursued her degree in Education at 
East Tennessee State University. Returning home to Bristol 
on weekends, Jerry and Brenda began spending time 
together. Jerry remembers many wonderful home-cooked 
meals prepared by Brenda’s mom. When Brenda finally 
took a longer look at the handsome young college man 
across the street, their friendship turned into a romance!  
Jerry’s fraternity social was held at the historic Martha 
Washington Inn in Abingdon, Virginia, and it turned out 
to be the perfect setting for Jerry to propose marriage to 
Brenda after three years of dating. She said, “yes!”

Jerry and Brenda were married by Brenda’s dad on October 
4, 1968, at the First Baptist Church, Bristol, Virginia. Jerry 
joined the Air Force, completed basic training, and was 
stationed at Sewart Air Force Base in Smyrna, Tennessee, 
where he worked as an air traffic controller.  Jerry became 
the last air traffic controller at Sewart AFB and remembers 
clearing the last plane take-off, walking down the tower 
steps, and locking the door on the day that Sewart closed.

In 1970, Jerry was deployed to Vietnam for twelve months. 
Brenda and Jerry exchanged daily letters, as Jerry could 
only telephone for a few minutes each month. They met 
in beautiful Hawaii for a brief leave. After leaving Vietnam, 
Jerry was transferred to Vance Air Force Base in Enid, 
Oklahoma.  Then after his time spent with the Air Force, 
Jerry was hired by the Federal Aviation Administration in 
Oklahoma City.  Later, the couple were transferred to Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, where their daughter Tami was born. And 

in 1976, the Lord opened an opportunity for Jerry to work 
as an air traffic controller at the Metro Nashville Airport.

During the famous air traffic controller strike of 1981, 
President Ronald Reagan intervened, and Jerry and many 
others lost their jobs. So, Jerry joined Procter & Gamble in 
commercial sales where he received many sales awards 
during his 30 years with P&G.  Jerry also worked as a 
TSSAA referee for high school basketball games, as well 
as collegiate games.

Brenda’s career began at Piedmont Airlines in 1980, and 
she eventually retired from U.S. Airways after 21 years.  
Returning to her love of teaching, Brenda was honored 
to be the “Teacher of the Year” at Bass Middle School in 
2006!  She retired from Metro Nashville Public Schools after 
15 years of service. 

Their daughter, Tami, a graduate of the University of 
Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis, has worked 
as a physical therapist for over 21 years. Tami is married 
to Christopher (Chris) who serves as a K-9 sergeant with 
the Metro-Nashville Police Department. Tami and Chris 
have a fifteen-year old son, Garrett, who loves golf like 
Jerry and enjoys traveling like Brenda.  Garrett is presently 
taking flight lessons!  Raising Tami provided Brenda and 
Jerry with wonderful memories of attending her sporting 
events, hosting backyard pool parties, traveling annually 
in the fall to Disney, and going on other Christmas trips to 
Manhattan.

In honor of their 50th wedding anniversary, Brenda and 
Jerry spent the entire month of March 2018 on Maui, their 
favorite Hawaiian island.  Having been raised in Christian 
homes, they love the Lord Jesus and are faithful members 
of Brentwood Baptist.  Jerry serves as a Deacon and is a 
member of the Worship Choir.  He has also served as a 
Gideon and in Prison Ministry.  Brenda loves gardening and 
serves at the Welcome Desk and is a member of the Nurture 
Team.   Jerry’s and Brenda’s Christian family heritage and 
steadfast commitment to each other have set a sure path 
during their 51 years together. They are members of Mike 
Harland’s “Once Delivered” LifeGroup.  

Celebratiaa on
ofMarMM riage

By Judy Small

JERRY & BRENDA 
HOPKINS

JANUARY MENU
 SENIORLINK DINNER

Choice of Beef Vegetable or Broccoli 
Cheese soup

Salad bar with a variety of dressings

Crackers and corn bread muffins

Birthday Cake and Ice Cream cups 

Water/Tea/Coffee



VERY IMPORTANT MESSAGE!

Down payments of $75 per person for the “Holy Land Experience” and the visit to 
the Bok Tower and other venues for our Orlando Trip are due by our SeniorLink 
Dinner on the night of January 16, 2020. 

SENIORLINK WILL BE TRAVELING TO
THE HOLY LAND EXPERIENCE
IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA ON JUNE 1-6, 2020!

Details below:

From the moment you enter the gates, you will be taken back in time to experience 
the life and death of Jesus Christ. Participants will walk through a live Jerusalem street 
market and are able to marvel at a six-story re-creation of Herod’s Temple. You will 
be able to see Moses and the children of Israel in the Tabernacle on display. The Holy 
Land Experience features a wide range of live stage productions, ranging from dramatic 
plays to lighthearted humor and Broadway-style musicals. There is certainly something 
for everyone! In addition to The Holy Land Experience, we will be visiting the historic 
landmark, Bok Tower Gardens, in Lake Wales, Florida. With its sculpted Singing Tower 
House and its 60-bell carillon and lush gardens, Bok Tower will surely be a blessing and 
delight. We will tour Florida’s Natural Grove House to learn about the citrus industry and 
sample fresh juices. We will also stop at the Davidson of Dundee Citrus Candy Factory, a 
venue that has been highlighted on Food Network – here we will witness candies, jams, and marmalades being made. Next, we will stroll around 
Winter Park, Florida, with its cafés, galleries, shops, and antique stores. And finally, we will enjoy the Morse Museum of American Art, along with 
its magnificent chapel designed by Louis Comfort Tiffany.

Our SeniorLink trip includes: motor coach transportation, five nights lodging, six days of adventure, admission to all venues, five breakfasts and 
three dinners. This is all for the low cost of $579 for double occupancy or $788 for a single room. A down payment of $75.00 will secure your spot 
on this awesome and fun adventure, and is due the night of January 16th, 2020.  Remember to make your checks payable to Brentwood Baptist 
Church. Please see Tom or Pearl Vasser to make your reservations today or contact us at 615-776-2853 or email us at tomvasser@yahoo.com. 

By Tom Vasser

Please read the message below carefully, then contact Tom or Pearl Vasser either by 
calling 615-776-2853 or emailing tomvasser@yahoo.com 

BULLETIN BOARD

Okay, stop me if you have heard this one: “When you have your 
health, you have everything!”

All of you who agree with this statement, please raise your 
hand.  Do you remember the rest of the quote?  “When you 
do not have your health, nothing else matters at all.”  This is 
from Augusten Burroughs, born in 1965, who had a not-so-
good childhood, was an alcoholic, got his life together, and has 
become a very successful writer.

As we age, this statement becomes something we need to 
cross-stitch and put on the refrigerator door (Think about that 
one!). As we live into our later years, we tend to slow down, not 
be quite as active and, unfortunately, we don’t take good care 
of our health. Yet, as Christians, the Bible is very clear as to 
how we are to treat our lives/body/health.  We are wonderfully 
made in God’s image!  And we are to treat our bodies as a 
temple. So, how are you doing in taking care of your temple? 

We are not to treat our bodies with disrespect; we are not to 

violate our God-given human gifts. Remember hearing this 
before: “Garbage in, garbage out”?  In the very beginning, 
humans were given good things to eat, given work to be done in 
the garden; and were told to treat/respect our bodies. And, you 
know it’s not only what we eat, but what we listen to, what we 
read, and how we treat others – this all falls under taking care of 
our temples.

Now I understand that life can throw us some curveballs. And 
I know life is not fair. And life as we know it today is very much 
different than what our parents’ lives were like.  They did hard 
physical work — farming, early manufacturing jobs, construction 
jobs — the list goes on. Now, a lot of us sit behind a computer and 
the exercise we get is walking to and from our cars.

Here’s the point: As believers, we are charged to take care of our 
health.  It is very clear in the Good Book.  We are to be followers 
of Christ – in many ways – and this is just one aspect of it.  But if 
you don’t have your health….

By Ben Davis

HEALTH (CARE) 2ND IN A SERIES BEGINNING WITH THE LETTER “H”COORDINATOR’S
CORNER

Our annual Celebration of Biblical Marriage event will be held on a new date at Brentwood 

Baptist.  We will be gathering to honor God’s design for marriage on Friday, May 15, 2020, 

in Wilson Hall and celebrating with those couples who will be having their 50th wedding 

anniversary throughout the year 2020.  

In preparation for this special occasion, we are in the process of contacting all the couples 

who will be recognized for their 50th wedding anniversary. Couples who were married in 1970 

and have not yet been contacted about this event are asked to connect with Gayle Haywood, 

Senior Adult Minister, as soon as possible by calling 615-324-6133 or by emailing ghaywood@

brentwoodbaptist.com. 

THE GOOD NEWS SINGERS

The Good News Singers were busy spreading the 

Good News by ministering with music, scripture 

and testimony on Thursday, November 14, at 

the Fountains of Franklin.  Christmas music and 

fellowship will be provided as this special group 

visits the VA Hospital in Nashville on Friday, 

December 6, and then shares Christmas music at 

Belvedere Commons on December 10 and again 

at the Fountains of Franklin on December 12, along 

with others throughout the holiday season.

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Good News Singers will be moving to a new 
rehearsal time and day beginning Tuesday, January 7.  
Rehearsal will be 11AM to 12 PM. After rehearsal, a room 
will be reserved for fellowship and lunch from 12-1 PM. 
Come join us and help spread the Good News! 

SPRING BIBLE STUDY
By Aubrey Stewart

The dates for the 2020 “Spring” Bible Study will be 
Friday, March 27, and Saturday, March 28. (It seemed 
necessary to change the name from Winter Bible Study 
since spring will begin one week before our event.)  We 
are fortunate to have Larry Thrailkill return this year to 
lead us in the study of the book of Jeremiah. Mark your 

If you have any suggestions concerning what foods you would 
like provided at our SeniorLink dinners or about future trip ideas, 
please see Tom or Pearl Vasser to make your voice heard. If you 
missed filling out the pumpkin colored suggestion form that was 
located on each table at the October SeniorLink Dinner call us at 
615-776-2853 or email us at tomvasser@yahoo.com. 

WILSON WOMEN
ON MISSION
By Shelley Jamieson

We saw the excitement when Sissy Lafon shared 
briefly about her recent mission trip. At our next 
meeting, she will be sharing more detail about her 
exciting trip she took with our medical team to Brazil.  
Join us on Monday, January 20 in the Church Parlor 
at 9:30 AM. 

SAVE THE DATE!

OPERATION STUFF THE BUS!Early on November 7, our SeniorLink “elves” boarded the 
bus to deliver 600 stockings, 10 boxes of miscellaneous 
items, 25 boxes of food, and $5,400 in gift cards to Copper 
Basin Crisis Center.  Thank you to all who contributed!!


