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ADULT MINISTRY

ON THE 
CALENDAR
NOVEMBER
Combined Brentwood and 
Franklin Breakfast Clubs 
Thursday, November 6, 8:30 AM   
The Egg and I 
1000 Meridian Blvd, Cool Springs 
*Reservations not required.

Copper Basin Trip 
Friday, November 7 
Leave BBC promptly at 7:30 AM  
Details on page 2

SeniorLink Leadership Team 
CANCELLED 
Monday, November 3 , 9:00 AM  
Room 2008, Connection Center

Senior DayLink Fellowship 
Thursday, November 13, 10:00 AM 
Room 2006, Connection Center

Good News Singers Rehearsals 
Wednesdays, 4:00 PM 
Choir Room

DECEMBER
SeniorLink Leadership Team 
Monday, December   8, 9:00 AM 
Room 2008, Connection Center

Combined Brentwood and 
Franklin Breakfast Clubs 
Thursday, December 4, 8:30 AM   
The Egg and I 
1000 Meridian Blvd, Cool Springs 
*Reservations not required.

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner 
Thursday, December 18, 5:30 PM 
Wilson Hall, Cost $8.00 
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, December 14 
Cancellations until December 15 (Noon) 
Contact Carolyn Simmons   
615.591.9026 
carransimmons@comcast.net 

Good News Singers Rehearsals 
Wednesdays, 4:00 PM 
Choir Room

Energetic, fun, inspiring, and worshipful 
are words that have been used to describe 
the men’s trio called “Trademark”. 
David Howard (lead), Steve Goldstein 
(baritone), and Todd Green (tenor) founded 
“Trademark” in late spring of 2010, just 
before the Nashville flood.

Their first public appearance was for a 
benefit concert to help victims of the 
flood, where they quickly realized they 
had a special blend of harmony that only 
God could bring together. Their sound is 
a wonderful mixture of contemporary and 
Southern gospel that could be compared 
to the group “Phillips, Craig and Dean.” 

They were finalists at the National Quartet 
Convention in 2011, have appeared as 
the featured artists for Lifeway’s Chapel 
Service, and have sung for the Fourth of 
July Celebration on the Square in Franklin, 
Tennessee.

You will not want to miss hearing this 
talented group at our December 18th 
Fellowship Dinner.

THE MENU
SENIORLINK DINNER DECEMBER 18TH

Turkey and dressing w/ cranberry sauce
Creamed potatoes | Waldorf salad | Rolls | Red velvet cake

Tea/water/coffee (regular & decaf)

THE TRADEMARK 
OF GOSPEL 
By Jim Owens

REMINDER:  NO SENIORLINK FELLOWSHIP DINNER IN NOVEMBER
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By Glenn and Jackie Stophel

Yep - I want you on board as I travel 
to the Copper Basin Crisis Center 
in Ducktown, TN, on Friday, No-
vember 7, 2014!  I will be taking you 
to deliver the Christmas stockings 
and the “Adopt a Family” Christ-
mas gifts for the children. I will be 
raring to go and will be departing 
Brentwood Baptist Church at 7:30 
a.m. For your comfort and safety, I 
will have a bona- fide professional 
driver; I am large and roomy with 
very comfortable seats; I get thor-
oughly cleaned for every trip so 
I am ready to receive my guests 
(you); and I have a rest-room on 
board.  Well, enough about me!

Senior Adult Minister, Gayle Hay-
wood, always makes sure you have 
cold bottles of water to drink. I how-
ever, prefer gasoline and lots of it. 
There are always snacks provided 
for you by the thoughtful people on 
board.

Al and Margaret Patterson, Bap-
tist missionaries who run the Crisis 
Center, will be on hand to greet you. 
They are the nicest folks you will ever 
meet! I am told (I’m not allowed in-
side - too big) that after the stockings 
and gifts are squared away inside, 
Margaret will lead an interesting and 
informative tour of the Center. Mean-
while, I will be resting and waiting to 
take you to a great local restaurant 
for lunch! The only cost to you will be 

your lunch - pretty good deal!

After lunch, you can rest and relax 
while my driver and I hit the road 
again and return you to Brentwood 
Baptist Church.  The trip there and 
back is approximately four hours 
each way with 3-4 hours at the Cen-
ter and lunch. So be prepared for a 
rather long - but great day!

This message from Mr. Bus is 
brought to you via Anna Montgom-
ery. If you have not yet signed up 
for the trip, please contact her at  
joe.montgomery11@att.net  or phone 
373-3917.

I am looking forward to the trip - see 
you then!!

I sometimes think that we mature 
adults can take just about anything 
with a smile and good humor.  But, 
then, I listen to us talk about hav-
ing to go through a CHANGE or 
having to WAIT for someone or 
something, and I realize that these 
can really test and try our patience 
and loving acceptance of those 
who bring such obstacles to our 
peaceful existence. 

Change — is there anything more 
mysterious? So many of us fervent-
ly desire what we don’t possess:  
If only I were healthy… If only my 
spouse wouldn’t do that… If only 
we didn’t live here. The list is as 
endless as our desires.  And yet, 
we fear change — the unknown 
and the possibility of failure or dis-
appointment. Our frequent yearn-

ing for something different often 
clashes with our fear of change. But, 
we can’t experience the new without 
going through some type of change.  
The question for us is this:  How do 
we respond to change?  Do we kick 
against it, as Saul of Tarsus did early 
in his life?  Or do we prayerfully seek 
God’s hand in it, as Paul the apostle 
learned to do in a lifetime of service 
to his Lord and Savior when he wrote:  
“Old things have passed away; be-
hold, all things have become new.”  
William E. Crowder included a prayer 
in a recent article he wrote for Our 
Daily Bread, a part of which says:  
“Give us the grace to realize that 
change does not take You by surprise 
but is a means by which You help us 
to find in You, through Your Son and 
Your Spirit, more than our hearts ever 
imagined possible.”  

Wait gracefully. As to waiting, we 
are reminded in Daniel 12:12 that 
“Blessed is the one who waits.”  (Do 
you think Daniel ever sat in a doc-
tor’s office?)  Waiting may seem like 
an easy thing to do, but it is a disci-
pline that a Christian soldier does 
not learn without years of training.  
Marching and drills are much easier 
for God’s warriors than standing still.  
As we learn to wait on the Lord, let’s 
consider the suggestion of a writer in 
Springs in the Desert that we “wait in 
prayer, wait in faith, and wait in quiet 
patience.” 

Have patience, dear ones. God’s not 
through with us yet. When we have 
trouble accepting changes He brings 
in our lives or are troubled by the as-
pect that His timing is many times 
different than ours, we must trust His 
way and wait on the Lord.

Bulletin Board

HI THERE!  
I’M MR. BUS AND I WANT YOU!!

WHAT?  YOU WANT ME TO MAKE A CHANGE?  
YOU WANT ME TO WAIT?

The 2015 Winter Bible Study, according 
to Aubrey Stewart, will focus on the 
book of Deuteronomy and will be led 
by Larry Thrailkill. Larry is an excellent 
teacher who provides great insights 
into the Scripture, even Deuteronomy. 
The study will be a Friday evening and 
Saturday morning in late February. The 
exact dates will be forthcoming.

The Women on Mission will meet 
Monday, November 17, 9:30 a.m. in 
the Church Parlor. The topic will be 
“Missions University: Ivory Coast ... 
from ‘Paris of West Africa’ to decades 
of violence and turmoil... How God’s 
redemptive truth is changing lives, 
influencing cities and bringing real 
peace.”

REMINDER - 
UPCOMING SENIOR DAYLINK
Thursday, November 13th at 10:00 a.m. 
Connection Center, Room 2004

Mel Fuller will share stories of some of his many hobbies and 
unusual experiences. There will be an opportunity to join in the 
making of a Thanksgiving craft, some singing, a devotional, fun 
games, and snacks.

There is no cost for this event, but if you would please 
communicate your plan to attend by emailing 
Lauren O’Neill at loneill@brentwoodbaptist.com 
or calling 615.324.6177.

Come Join Us in Worship - You have a 
special invitation to join the Good News 
Singers as they lead worship off-campus 
in November. Their schedule is:

Sunday, November 16, Set Free 
Church in Nashville

Sunday, November 23, Woodbine 
Worship Center in Nashville

The audience was delighted at the September 
dinner with the singing by Loni and Tami Pryce 
of familiar old standards, with mom Annette 
sharing not so well-known facts about “The 
Wizard of Oz.”



,

LAUREN O’NEILL
I would like to introduce our readership to Lauren 
O’Neill.  She is currently serving as an associate to 
Gayle Haywood, our Senior Adult Minister.  We need 
to know who she is because, if for any reason Gayle 
is unavailable, Lauren will be there to help us.  Aside 
from the fact that Lauren is good at what she does, she 
is young, beautiful and charming.

Lauren and her husband Tim moved to Nashville as 
newlyweds in 2011.  They began to attend Kairos 
and decided to make Brentwood Baptist their home. 
Tim is a freelance tour manager.  He coordinates and 
manages Christian musical tour groups like Casting 
Crowns and Sidewalk Prophets. Of course, I had 
never heard of these groups, but, as I was leaving the 
Connection Center after our interview, I picked up a 
copy of the Nashville Christian Family magazine that 
was sitting on a table. There in that magazine was an 
advertisement for a Christian radio station and these 
groups were featured.  Tim travels about 150 days 
out of the year so Lauren is grateful for her part-time 
position as Gayle’s associate.  Not being tied down 
to a full-time job allows her  time to spend with her 
husband when he is at home.  Most of his traveling is 
done on the weekends so they love the Tuesday night 
Kairos service where they can worship together.  They 

are also involved in a small group for young married 
couples.

A lot of Lauren’s work is behind the scenes so you 
may not see her a lot.  She coordinates our activities 
but does not always attend them.  Lauren had a lot 
of experience managing music ministry camps and 
promotional tours before her marriage to Tim.  Many 
of these activities involved several thousand people so 
she is well qualified to manage our SeniorLink activities.

It does one’s heart good to see young couples like 
the O’Neills who invest themselves in God’s work and 
make a priority of attending church together. Lauren 
has taken on the additional challenge of working with 
senior adults.  It takes a special person to do that and 
one whom God has specifically prepared for that task. 
In reference to that, Senior Pastor Mike Glenn posted 
a brilliant article on Facebook this week.  He referred 
to the fact that it was important for all ages to be active 
in the church.  Senior adults are important because 
we know the history of the church and we bring the 
experience of years of God’s provisions.  By the same 
token, our Kairos generation brings a new and exciting 
dimension to worship and gives us hope for the future.

Lauren enjoys writing.  She writes devotionals for our 
church and keeps a blog of her spiritual journey.  I am 
glad that she likes writing because when I decide to 
retire I know she will be there to take on the writing 
assignments. She has a degree from the University of 
Memphis in interior design. She loves reading spiritual 
growth books and historical fiction, and playing the 
piano.  She and Tim love coffee dates and when he 
is in town they spend a lot of time “going for coffee” 
and catching up with each other (another generational 
thing). Lauren and Tim, not yet thirty, are our future.  
We are so pleased that Lauren is working with us. She 
will bring lots of new ideas to our activities.  Make it a 
point to make her acquaintance.  You will love her!

By Ginny P. Brown


